
 

 

Recommended reading list  

Reading for pleasure is a powerful way to 
overcome disadvantage, develop better 
relationships, empathy and mental health as 
well as improve attainment at school. Here are 
this week’s recommendations! 

 

Year 7-8  

• Leila and the blue fox, Kiran Millwood Hargrave – On a 

breathtaking journey across the sea, Leila rediscovers herself and the 

mother she thought she'd lost, with help from a determined little fox. 

Based on the true story of an Arctic fox who walked from Norway to 

Canada in seventy-six days. 

• Murder most unladylike, Robin Stevens – Very popular book about 

a student detective agency on a mission to solve a school murder! 
 

Year 9-10  

• The boy lost in the maze, Joseph Coelho– The Carnegie Award 

winner for 2024. In Ancient Greece Theseus makes a dangerous and 

courageous journey to find his father, finally meeting the Minotaur in 

the Labyrinth. 

• Cirque du freak, Darren Shan – a gripping, fast paced horror story 

perfect for fans of suspense and vampires. 

 

Year 11-13  

• Elsewhere, Gabrielle Zevin –In Elsewhere, death is only the 

beginning. Elsewhere is where 15-year-old Liz ends up, after she is 

killed in a hit-and-run accident. In Elsewhere Liz will age backwards 

from the day of her death until she becomes a baby again and 

returns to Earth. 

• Natives: Race and class in the ruins of Empire, Akala – Akala tells 

the story of growing up black and British in the 1970s-80s and 

explores the how class and race politics persist. 

 

 


